veto were disastrous. Any irresponsible malcontent in
parliament could stop all legislation. Any so instruct-
ed delegate could 'explode' a diet. Any delegate
open to corruption could be purchased by a foreign
government and his veto used to prevent the passage
of an act inconvenient to that government.

After the Sicinski incident of 1652, the libemni veto,
though it was not written law, became an established
custom. It was regarded as a prime protection against
oppression, and even spoken of as ' the jewel of the
constitution/ Professor Robert Lord says, ' Of the 55
diets held between 1652 and 1764, 48 were exploded,
almost one-third of them by the veto of a single deputy.
During the thirty years of the reign of August III not
a single diet lived its normal time.'

The liberum veto was scathingly denounced by such
wise Poles as Konarski, 1760, and Staszyc, 1785, but
the baleful thing, pleasing to the vanity and purse of
small men, lived until it was abolished by the great
constitution of May 3, 1791*

THE SWEDISH INVASION                      [1655-56}

Sweden, at the height of its power during the i6th
and I7th centuries, ever sought by force of arms or by
diplomacy to make the Baltic Soa a Swedish lake by
owning or controlling all its bordering states. The
entangled Polish-Swedish Vasa dynasties of each
country brought Poland often into conflict with Sweden
for dynastic reasons. During the reign of Jan Kazi-
mierz Vasa, Zygmunt Ill's second son, as king of
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